KeportForm 

FD-72 (6-12-W) 



f 



FEDERAL BUREAliD^OF INVESTIGATION 



c 



\o3 



9/1,3^56,10-13,17,18, 

20, 2i^~30j 10/1/56 



REPORTING OFFICE 

KNOXVILLE 



OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

WASHINGTON FIELD 



TITLE OF CASE 



^m- 



#HITE CITIZENS^ COTJIMGILS OF 
DISTRICT OF COLUffllA, AKA. 



DATE 



10/5/56 



REPORT MADE BY 



HERBERT S. SHRIDER 



TYPED BY 

epTi. 



CHARAaER OF CASE 



IMT2RWAL SECURITY - X 



7T^ 



L 



On 8/26/^6^ JOHN KASPER3 Executive Secretar^r/' Seaboard Tnite Gitisensi 
Go]mcil£iiJJGO^ y P.^ashington, D. C*, appeared Clinton, Tennessee, advocating 
a boycott of Clinton High School because tiArelve Negro students had been /^ J / 
registered? organized students to picket; and was arrested on local cha^fee 
of^^inciting to riot". Above charge dismssed 8/28/56, due to insuxfici^t 
evidence • KA3PSR continued urging people to rebel against integration. On 
8/29/56, U. S. District Judge, ROBERT L. TAYLOR, issued restraining order 
prohibiting fCASPER and five named residents of Anderson County from further 
interfering v^ith integration of Clinton High School. On 8/30/56, KASPER 
arrested by U. S. Marshal, Knoxville, on contempt charge. On 8/31/56, he 
vjas found guilty of contempt in U. S, District Court and m'as sentenced to 
serve one year, custody of the Attorney General. Prior to his arrest MSFER 
xirged persons assembled at Clinton to join rCG* Following KASPER' s arrest 
ASA "ACE" CARTER, Executive Secretary, Alabama Citi^^ens' Council, spoke at 
Clinton. Both were succesaful in enlisting new members for WGG. On 9/1/56 
100 Tennessee Highway Patrolraen, and on 9/2/56^ 6OO National Guardsmen dis- 
patched to Clinton to maintain order. On 9/7/56, ICASFER released under 
§10,000 bond, pending the appeal of his con^/iction to the Sixth Circuit ♦ 
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Clinton WGC reportedly meeting each Sat\irday night in closed sapiens, reported!.; 
attended by approxijnately 75 persons ♦ WILLi^HBVTTLL, Clinton^ Roufa 2j. 
Oak Ridge employee^ is Executive Secret axy VjCG 'at Clinton, On 9/2k/SS^ '- 
KASPSR was arrested by Anderson County Sheriff on local sedition charge^ 
was released s^m date under #2000 bond* On 9/23/56 and 9/30/56j» GART3R 
and IL^P3R addressed public^ publicized meetings in Knox Goinity, Tennes- 
see ^ in attempt to organise vIGG in Knox County^ 



DSTA.ILS: As reported elsewhere in this report^ United States 

District Judge5 ROBERT L. T/^YLOR^ on January k^ 1956^ 
at Knox'vllle, issued an order requiring D» J» BRITTAIN, 
Principal of the Clinton^ Tennessee, High School, and 
the Mderson County Board of Education to register in 
the Clinton High School any qualified Negroes who sought 
admittance at the beginning of the 1956-57 school term. 

AT CLBITON., TSmiSSSSiB 

On August 2i|, 1956, D* J* BRITT.^.II\[ advised that twelve 
Negroes had been registered at Clinton High Schoolj that he had experienced 
no difficulty as a result of those registrations, and that the first day 
of school would he August 27, 1956* 

AT KN0X7ILL3, TEHNS SSSE 

On Au|ust 26, 1956, WALTER PISGrlER, Assistant Attorney 
General, 19th Judicial J)£s;^rict, telephonic ally advised Special Agent RUSSELL 
L» DAGLBI that one JOHlJ^jfesPEIR, Executive Secretary, Seaboard j^hite Citizens^ 
Councils, 12[i6 Wisconsin' Avenue, Southwest, Washington, ^•^^G7"was at^ t^^ 
tijue in Clinton, distributing circulars to students and advocating the boycott ^ 
of the Clinton High School which was scheduled to open the following morning 
in a desegregated condition. 

On the same date FISCHER was telephonic ally contacted 
by the reporting Agent, at x^rhich titue FISCPER stated that he had received 
his information frora HORACE '^V'SLLS, publisher of the Clinton Courier , and 
that I'fELLS was in possession of a circular x'-^hich indicated that it was 
KASPER's intention to force the resignation of Principal BRITTAIN since he 
was Tinder a court order to admit Negroes to the Clinton High School. FISCHER 
advised that IffiLLS stated that the apparent purpose of the circular vms to 
urge the people to remove from office anyone who was under such a court order. 
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Mr. FISCHER later telephonically advised that he had 
caused the issuance of a warrant charging IvASPiilR with vagrancy and inciting 
to riot 5 and that KASFER had been arrested and Yfas, at that time, confined 
in the Clinton City Jail tinder ?;5000 bond. 

AT CLINTON^ xSITN33S3g 

On August 273 1956, CLYDE HIDSNOUR, raeniber of the 
Clinton Police Department , advised that K-ASE^R was still in jail and that 
from ten to twelve students of the Clinton High School vrere parading in front 
of the school and carrying placards on vrliich were written slogans to the effect 
that the students of Clinton liigh School would not attend the same school which 
Negroes attended. RIDSNOUR advised that the twelve registered Negroes were 
in attendance at the school end that no violence had occurred but that a croT;?d 
of approximately two hundred persons was congregated in the vicinity of the 
school, RID~CHOI]R advised that during the night some person had distributed 
literature in the Clinton area, urging people to rebel against' having their 
school integrated. 

On August 28, 1956, 'P'l^h rORTON, City Recorder, advised 
that K'-.SP2R had been released on that da-':e by Trial Justice Judge^ J. L150M 
ELKBIS, ?rho ruled that the city did not present sufficient evidence to hold 
KASPSR on the vagrancy and inciting to riot warrant. HQR.TON stated that 
picketing of the High School ?fas continuing by the students, that approximately 
fifty percent of the anticipated seven himdred students were in attendance, 
and that the enrolled colored students v/ere continuing to attend the school • 
J/Ir. HO^TON advised that KASPSR had addressed a group of approximately tvro hun- 
dred persons prior to his arrest and had u.rged these persons to join the ^'Tiite 
Citizens^ Coimcils (hereinafter referred to as ^?ICG) , as a means of fighting 
integration of their school. 

On August 29y 1956, CLYDE RXDEfTOm advised that on that 
date KASPSR had led a group of approximately one hundred persons to the door 
of the Cljjaton High School and would have entered the school had he not been 
prevented by merabers of the Clinton Police Department. He stated that KASPER 
demanded an audience with the principal and that Ifr» BRITTAIN met KASPER at the 
door* He stated that KASFiffi demanded that BRITTAIN either exclude the Negroes 
from the school or resign. RIDHnTOUR stated that I-tr. BRITTABI advised KASPER 
that he was under a court order to adtiiit Megroes and that he had no choice but 
to abide by that order. 

On August 29 3 1956, Deputy United States Marshal WILLLIII 
PETRSE advised that at approximately 8sOO p.m»^ United States Marshal Fliiilv'K 
QUARLSS had interrupted KASPER while KASPSR i^^as addressing a crowd of approxi- 



•- 3 - 



1 



KX 105-122 



mately 200 persons from the CQ-urthouse steps in Clinton, had escorted KASPER 
into the courthouse and had then read to KASFM a restraining order issued 
by United States District Judge R0B:3RT L. TAYLOR on that date at Knoxville, 
and which prohibited KASPER from interfering with integration of the Clinton 
High School* He advised that ILISEIE had been given a copy of the restraining 
order and had returned to the steps of the courthouse and read the order to 
the assembled people. PSTRES advised that ICASi^ER then advised the crowd that 
he had no intention of abiding by the provisions of the order and urged the 
people to also ignore it# 

Jlr. PETREE advised that folloxving the above remarks by 
KASPER, Ifr. QUi\RLES and several attorneys from Clinton, had returned to 
Knonrille to advise Judge TAILOR concerning KASP"IR»s remarks and to obtain 
the necessary papers to immediately tal^e KiSFPJR into custody on a charge of . ■ 
contempt* 

AT KI-iOXVILLB, TBNLjESoEE 

On August 30 J 1956. United States Attorney JOHN C. 
CRAipORD, JRo, explained that on January ks 1956, District Judge ROB'^iKT L* 
TAYLOR had issued an order to authorities at Clinton, Tennessee^ requiring 
the principal of the Clinton High School and the members of The Anderson County 
Board of Education to admit any qualified Negroes to that school at the be- 
ginning of the 1956-57 session* 

fc. CRAWFORD advised that on August 29, 1956, Judge 
TAYLOR had decided not to cause KASPER ^s arrest on that night, but had 
decided to v/ait and have the contempt citation served on KASPER when he 
appeared in the United States District Court on August 30, 1956, as the 
restraining order required. ¥x. CRAWFORD advised that the follaving persons, 
in addition to KASPER, all of whom are residents of Anderson County, Tennes- 
see, were named in the restraining order: 

LE©-^OLT0N 
TOIvPeSRTER 
MABEinTDRRIER 

teetSanktos 

MAS-rtSTlLES 

Mr. CRAWORD advised that KASPER was arrested by the 
United States Marshal on August 30, 1956, when he appeared in court and that 
the hearing on the restraining order and contempt charge would not be com- 
pleted until August 31 f 1956. He stated that lUSPER had been confined in the 
Knox County Jail in lieu of payment of |ilO,000 bond, on the night of August 
30, 1956^ 
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On August 31, 1956, United States Attorney JOHN C* 
CRAYfFGHD^JR*, advised that Judge T/^ILOR had found ICASPER guilty of contempt 
and had sentenced him to one year in the custody of the Attorney General* 
He stated that KASPER^s attorney had irmnediately advised that the conviction 
would be appealed to the Sixth Circuit and that Judge TMLOR would rule on 
September 6, 1956^ as to whether or not KASP"SR would be released on bond, 
pending results of the appeal* 

AT CLIlNfIQlI> TENNESSEE 



On September 1, 1956^ CLYDE RIDENOUR advised that on 
the night of August 31, 1956, ASA GSTSR, iThom he stated was connected with 
the ¥GG of Alabama, spoke to a crowd of around fifteen hundred persons at 
the Clinton Courthouse « RIDENOUR advised that G/iRTSR berated local law en- 
forcement officials^ persons holding local political offices, and talked 
at length concerning the historical supremacy of the white race. He stated 
that C/iRTER claimed that mongrelization of the races is an inevitable result 
of school integration. RIDEI^JOUR advised that CAI^TER's talk was terminated 
unexpectedly when a rumor was spread through the crowd that some United States 
Marshals were present for the purpose of arresting G/iRTER. He advised that 
prior to GARTER^s departure, however, C-uRTSR urged those present to join the 
¥GG as a means of fighting integration* RIDENOUR advised that KASPER and 
CARTER had pointed out that membership dues in the WGG are ^3*00 per year 
and that this §3*00 would enable the TfGC to extend its work and thereby 
become more effective. RIDENOUR pointed out that a table was provided near 
the courthouse steps where anyone interested could join the WGC, and RIDEIOUR 
stated that some persons joined on each of the nights i#ien CARTEL and KASPER 
spoke** He advised that it was impossible for him to estimate the number of 
persons who joined because of the confusion of the crowd and the number of 
persons crowded around the steps and the table* 

On September 2^ 1956, RIDENOUR advised that on September 
1, 1955, a crowd which he believed vtras developing into a mob, gathered in 
Clinton and v^ould have gotten beyond coxitrol of the eight policemen and 
forty auxiliary policemen had not one hundred State Highway Patrolmen ar- 
rived at the appropriate time© He advised that follovdng the arrival of 
the patrolmen, JACK KERSHAiV, an attorney from Nashville and Scecutive Secre- 
tary of the Tennessee Federation for Constitutional Government^ addressed 
a crowd of around fifteen hundred persons • He stated that KERSHAW spoke 
through a public address system mounted on a car parked in front of the 
courthouse J that he urged the people to organize | that he deplored the use 
of violence 5 pointed out that Tennessee law forbids mixing of races in 
schools, and urged that those present not violate this lav/ by sending their 
children to a school which permitted mjjxing of the races • 
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On September 3, 1956, CLYDE RIDSNOUR advised that at 
noon on September 2, 1956, approximately six h-undred National Guardsmen were 
moved into Clinton. He stated that on September 2, 1956, a group of anti- 
integration forces met in a closed session in a school yard three miles east 
of Clinton. Ke stated that snj persons v^rhom those assembled felt were not 
sympathetic Td.th their cause were excluded and it was RIDENOUR's opinion 
tha;t this meeting set the pattern for future WCC meetings. 

On September 6, 1956, PAUL HORTON, City Recorder, 
advised that the City Council had passed an ordinance prohibiting any out- 
door meetings in Clinton unless permission for such a meeting were obtained 
at least forty-eight hours prior to the meeting, from the City Recorder* 
Ke advised that he would issue such a permit only on unanimous consent of 
the City Council and that he could safely state that no such permit would be 
granted. In addition, he advised that he had contacted the persons in charge 
of the few buildings in Clinton which woxild accommodate an indoor meeting and 
had been assured that the anti-integration forces would not be given per- 
mission to use any of these facilities. 

Ifr. HORTON advised that at a prior meeting on the 
courthouse lavm, he believes it was on .iurust 30, 1956, a group of persons 
met and selected ITILLARD E, TILL as Executive Secretary of the Clinton WCC. 
He stated that TILL resides on Route 2, Clinton, is employed at the 1-12 
area of Oak Ridge, and has, in so far as he knows, never been involved in 
any trouble or been considered a trouble malcer. 

AT KNOXVILLE, TgMESSEB 

On September 6, 1956, United States Attorney JOHN C. 
CRAWORD, JR., advised that on that date United States District Judge ROBERT 
L. T.'ffLOR had ruled that he would release ICASEER under Il0,000 bond, pending 
a ruling on ICASPER's appeal by the Sixth Circuit Court. 

On September 7, 1956, Mr, GRAiWORD stated that on 
that date KASPER was released under SlO^pCO bond. He advised that Mr. snd 
V^B, CLIDIS COOK and ^Ir. and Ifrs. CLYI^^X, all of Clinton, had signed 
ICASPER's bond. ^" ^' 

AT CANTON , TEIvIIvIESSBE 

^^ On September 10, 1956, GLIDE RTOENOm advisiathatf GLIDE 
-:?fflX)K resides at Clinton, Route 1 , that he is employed as a firefighter iii 
the Y-12 area of Oak Ridge, and that he believes COOK is financial secretary 
of the local ViQCj^^ — ''■ " 
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At that time RIDEKOUR stated that the anti-integration 
faction, Tfhich he feels is synonjnoious yri.th the WCC, is meeting in a tent 
on the GLIDE COOK property* He stated that COOK^s property is located on 
Highway 61, about two miles east of Clinton* He advised that these meetings 
are not open to the public and he estimated that approximately twenty-five 
men regularly attend the meetings* 

On September l8, 19^6, ^derson County Sheriff, GLj© 
WOODWARD, advised that the local WGC is meeting each Saturday night at the 
home of GLIDE COOK. He stated that these meetings are closed and are. 
attended by approximately seventy- five persons o 

On September 25, 1956, Sheriff WCODW.A.RD and GLIDE 
RIDENOUR advised that there has been no activity in the Clinton area attribu- 
table to the ¥[GG other than the meetings mentioned above » 

RIDENOUR stated that he has received information 
that the WCG is copying a list of the names and addresses of persons 
registered to vote in Anderson County* 

Both RIDENOUR and "HOOTFIXEiD advised that there has been 
some ta3Jc of the formation of a Ku Klux ICLan copter in the Clinton area. 
RIDENOUR stated that he has heard that L* JyfmMniEI^ a mercha|itf '^*o 
resides on Route^ij. in South ^^lil^tDP., has been distributing application forms ' 
fpr^the iQ.3Ji* Neither WOODWARD nor RIDBtlOIB was xn possession of "any in- 
formation indicating infiltrati.on of the WGC by the Ku Klux Klan. Each 
felt, however, that the possibility of such infiltration exists, due to the 
similar nature of the organisations* 

The Ku Klux Klan has been cited by the Attorney General 
piirsuant to Bbcecutive Order 10ii50» 

On September 25, 1956, J/IAHJORIE BICE, Deputy, Anderson 
County Registration Clerk, advised that arrangements had been made for a 
lirs. J» W.ARREN COWARD, Oliver Springs Pilce, to copy the names and addresses 
of persons registered to vote in Anderson County. She stated that the 
names of approxijaately one thousand of the thirty thousand registered 
voters had been copied* She stated that I'irs. COyfiRD has discontinued her 
work and had not indicated whether or not she intended to complete it« 

On September 2]4> 1956, GLIDE RIDENOUR advised Special 
Agent THEODORE A* SAMDSRS that at approximately 8:00 p.m* on that date 
Anderson County Sheriff GLAD vfOODWARD had arrested JOHN KASFER at Oalc Ridge, 
Tennessee. He advised that the arrest was based on an indictment returned 
previously by an Anderson County Grand Jury which charged KASPER with sedition* 
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RIDEMOUR stated that KASPEE had been released on the same date under 
12000 bond* 

On September 25 ^ 19^6 y Sheriff mcmimO advised the 
reporting Agent that KASPER had been arraigned that date before Circuit 
Judge D. L, HUTSONi, had requested titne- to prepare his defense and accepted 
November 5^ 1956> as a trial date. 

On the sane date Sheriff WOOWflRD advised that when he 
arrested KASPSR at Oak Ridge, I^ASPER requested to see the warrant and he 
had advised KASPER that he did not have the warrant in his possession* He 
stated that ICASPER had then inquired as to the charge and had been informed 
that the charge a^as sedition* He advi.sed that KASPER peacefxzlly accompanied 
him approximately seventy-five yards from the point of the arrest to the 
Sheriff's car but had pulled away from the Sheriff as they approached the 
car. Ke advised that he ran after KASPSR around several parked cars and back 
to the place where the arrest had been made* He stated that Mr, CjI^^vIPBELLj 
a constable, x^rho was not acquainted with KASPER, observed K.^P3R running from 
him and stopped KASPER* He stated that KASPER then struck GAI'IPBSLL several 
times across the back and head before C.^'ilPBEIiL was able to subdue him. 
Sheriff 'vOODVAPD advised that he had not filed any additional charges as 
a result of the resisting arrest attempt* 

An article appeared in the Knoxville Journal on September 
20, 1956, indicating that L^PSR planned on speaking in Knoxville the follo^-r- 
ing Smiday (September 23, 1956), and that Knoxville Mayor, JACK DAKCE, had 
indicated that KASPER would be in violation of a city ordinance if he 
attempted to speak in Knoxville* This article indicated that KASPER had 
e^rpressed his intention to speal<: in spite of the Mayor's warning. 

An article appearing in the Knoxville News -Sentinel 
on September 20, 1956, indicated that KASPER planned to speak on September 
23, 1956, in a public park in Fountain Gity (a suburb of Knoxville) and 
that ninety-seven year old Jtidge JOHN F» GREEK , Chairman of the Fountain 
Gity Park Board, expressed his intention to prohibit the meeting at the 
park. 

An article by-lined JIJI1.\N GRANOER, in the September 
2ii, 1956, edition of the Knoxville Ne;t.'-^js -Sentinel describes a meeting -t-Aiich 
took place on the shoulder of the highivay near the Fountain City Park on 
September 23, 1956. According to this article the meeting started at ap- 
proximately U:20 p.m* and took place in a light rain* Both ASA GMTER and 
JOHN K?.SPKR spoke to approximately seventy-five persons who were assembled* 
Both accused the politicians of mongrelization, of denying them their rights 
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to freedom of speech and free assembly ;? and recoimiended the WGC as the 
organisation to regain those rights o G.4RTER stated "one hundred million 
Federal troups cannot integrate me"^ and attacked individual members of 
the United States Supreme Court* CMTHE claimed that Commcinists are "trying 
to create one religion - one God" and the Republican and Democratic Parties 
"eventually will amalgamate into one party called Communist"* 

Fountain City contractor LSE R^^f^DSTER, Cedar Heights 
drive ^ was singled out b^r KASPEFt as a person who has "stiicIcMs, neclcout" 
to assist in the formation of the l^^lpG in Knoxville. He urged persons to 
contact FOSTER in regard to membership in the WCG* "'^ 

AT CLINTON, TBKNE3SBS 

On September 2?, 1956, Sheriff GLAD WCODW,^.D advi^sed 
that at approximately 10:15 p»m« the previous night ^the Negro section of 
Clinton was rocked ly an explosion. He advised that his investigation 
indicates that the explosion was caused by the detonation of two beer cans 
into which had been packed approximately siz sticks of crumbled dynamite 
and wrapped vdth wet newspaper • He advised that the explosion occurred 
approximately seventy-five yards from the nearest house and was obviously 
not intended to dainage property or injure anyone. He expressed the 
opinion^ however^ that it was the . work of members of the WCC and was 
perhaps indicative of what they might do in the future to prevent continued 
integration of the Clinton High School, 

On September 23^ 1956^ Sheriff -fOOBr/ARD advised that 
he had been informed that a WG meeting would be held the f ollomng night 
at the home of CLYDE COOK. On September 29, 1956^ Agents observed that 
approximately sixty cars were parked on OOOK^s property and that a meeting 
was in progress in a large tent which had been erected on COOK^s property 
approxajuately one himdred yards from the high?my. 

On September 3^» 1956, Confidential Informant I&oxville 
T-1, who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised that on 
that date ASA CARTER and JOHN KASPSR addressed a cro\^d of persons who had 
assembled on the DIEHL farm, approxmately five miles north of Knoxville* 
He advised that the meeting was open and had been publicised. He estimated 
that in excess of one thousand persons were present. T-1 stated that CARTER 
was introduced by JAi\ffil^?fT!DDRILL, Route lli, Ellis Road, Knoxville^^ T-1 stated 
that CARTER* s talk was similar. to what was^ reported as his talk of the 
previous Sunday and that he discussed the organisation and accomplishments 
of the Alabama Citizens Cotincil, that he stressed the accomplishmen1;»s of the 
white race throughout history and the collapse of civilii^ations after members 
of the colored race were imported. He again attacked individual members of 
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the United States Supreme Court as being Communistic in their actions and 
accused both major political parties of traveling in the direction of 
Communismo He uz^ed that the only prevention -was to organie.e and to obtain 
the desired ends through pressure and political activity, including nominating 
and electing public officials from the ranks of the WCG* 

T-1 stated that both ICASPER and CARTER urged those 
present to join the WGC and to obtain information about the ¥/CG from JALffiS 
DODRILL or LSS R, FOSTER. 

T-1 advised that neither liASPER nor CARTER mentioned 
the Federal Court action pending against IvASPER or the integration of the 
Clinton High School* 

T-1 recognized four former Ku laux Klan members at 
this meeting* He stated that tvjo of these men were former officials of the 
Kuoxville Ku Klux Klan chapter. He stated that one of these officials made 
the statement that he did not intend to join the ¥CC and that he was in favor 
of reorganising the Ku Klux Klan in Knoxville before the IICO took over the 
work Y^hich the Ku Klux KLan should be doing. 

An Agent -vi/ho attended the meeting recalls that JOHN 
KASPER claimed to have been misquoted in ne'wspaper articles concerning some 
of his recent talks in the State of Alabaina^ in ^mich he reportedly advocated 
taking over local governments by force* He stated that -nhat he said and what 
he meant was that it Y\?ould be necessarj^ for the persons favoring segregation 
to use political meaiis to control local government. 

The Agent in attendance recalls that KASPER re- 
quested those present who had joined the YfCG to remain after the meeting and 
observed that approximately twenty persons remained* 
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ADMroiSTRATIVB DATA 

One copy of this report has been designated for 
Birmingham inasmuch as it reflects the activities of ASA CARTER in the 
Knoxville Division, 

On September 26, 1956, United States Attorney JOHN G» 
CRAWQRD, JR., advised that he was serionsly considering requesting District 
Judge ROBERT !• TAYLOR to revoke KASPER'S bond. He requested the ICnoxville 
Office to determine the identities of bxij persons who would be capable of 
and willing to testify to the statementa reportedly made by KASPSR and which 
appeared as a United Press release in the I{noxvil le New3 -S entinel on Septem- 
ber II4.3 1956* Accordingly the Birminghaii Office was" requested by teletype 
on September 26> 1956^ to furnish this information* 

By teletype September 2?^ 1956^ the Birmingham Office 
advised that detectives HAROLD FINGHER and J* B. JOKES, both of the Birming- 
ham Police Department J are willing to testify that they recall liASPER making 
several remarks which they believe border on violation of the treason statute* 
The detectives recalled that KASFER said he wanted trouble^ needed more 
rabble rousers and that some people may die before the issue of integration 
is settled. In addition ^ Birmingham reported that ERNEST HARDIN, photographer 
for the Birmingham New s 5 can testify to direct quotations of KASPER as follows: 
"Vfe non;r have this battle joined « There is no question about it« The Supreme 
Court is enforcing a manner of life that we do not want and will not have# 
We believe that total collapse of law and order is at hand* We must use 
every means to stop the niggers, every means • Some of us may die before 
this thing is over* We believe in exposing and cutting out your next door 
neighbor if he is an integrationist# We are going to deal with the National 
Guard when they get here"» 

Mr* CRAATOHD advised that he expects to use not only 
the material quoted above, but also the facts concerning KASPER* s resisting 
arrest at Oak Ridge on September 2li, 19^6, as a basis for his revocation re*- 
quest. 

No copies of this report have been designated for the 
United States Attorney at Knoxville, however, he and United States District 
Judge ROBERT L. TAYLOR are being kept currently advised of all pertinent in- 
formation concerning KASPER and his activj.ties» The information concerning 
the request of the U. S» Attorney for investigation to assist in his revoca-- 
tion order was not included in the details of this report because of the 
dissemination to be afforded this report on a local level. 
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Six copies of this report have been designated for 
Knoxville in order that copies vaill be available for forwarding to other 
offices in the event it later becomes desirable to do so* 



Identity of Source 
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SA THEODORE A. SAMDERS 
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Garef\£L consideration has been given to each soiirce 
concealed and T symbols T;ere utilized in tnis report only in those instances 
v^here the identity of the source must be concealed. 



LEPJB 



THE KNOXVILLE DIVISIOM 



^^^ K noxville ^ Tennegsee^ v;ill follow and report the 
activities of the ¥CC at Clinton and Kno:cv-ille. 

The Agents who observed the sixty cars and recorded 
the license nuntoers of some of these cars present at the WGC lueetiiig at 
Clinton, Tennessee, on the night of September 29, 1956, v^ere Special Agents 
JACK K* MRPHRSE and HERBERT E* SlffllDER. 

The Agent in attendance at the meeting in Knox County 

on September 30, 1956, T/?as SA HERBERT E. SHEIDER. 

REFERENCES 

Knoxville telcalls to the Bureau 8/26/56, 
Knoxville teletypes to the Bureau 8/27,29,30,31; 

9/l,8,10,12,23,25,26,27,30j lOA/56. 
Knoxville airtels to the Bureau 9/3,5^26/56^ 
Bureau teletypes to Knoxville 8/31/56 and 9/8/56, 
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Liaison Section 
Mr. Williams 



/ 



^ 



<^ 



<0" 






^ 









fot 




Tolson 

Nichols 

Boardman . 
Belmont __ 
Mason , 

Mobr ^ 

Parsons __ 

Rosen . 

Tamm 

I^Nease 



y 



Winterrowd 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy ^ 



AMlitaiit CMAtf «f Staff, lAUlXUt^mmm 
Xtepart^mt of tin* A^em 

Waskiactoa 25t ^* <^« 
AttOAtloat Chl«f « S«ctirlty Dlvlcion 



Jhtom* 



S^j«ett 



JoiA Mg«r Bo0f*7» Mf««tor 
Ftioy«I Biav««tt ^ JtefMtifiitioa 



nMATWirCOIITAiMEi} ^^ 



INTERNAL SECURITY - X '^ ' 

Ber«r«»e« is sifti* to pemwl&m ^mmmMemtlam 
lit wlileli Ton in^v furnishod laf oraat loai O i ii' lali^ 
J<^m lafptf «aai«ittiv* 8«er«^QQr of t^ etftioeiod 

III jjuriT iJiililiMiiii 

f^ roar •iil%tfww1 iafmatioii KAspor# 

im^toadaMLttlr f ifw ' fifinioi^ l|l.^*t«r Sprliifii|-^ 
titt£Mis»Oe. m sti^oi ho vouiil ispmrt ids£a«4iii«l3r 
f oXlowlag tiM laootlx^ for AXilMM «ai FX<^tte to 
•4diM« tlM *'^ Kins Jaftn^i iMWfort 2» 4li not 
fljPMilr limNi t^s «d4f«iM ipi* to hm ^mSA. mapttw 
tMm ittiMil** %• «riJiil fsron n.Q«iiift U Washl^tooy 0. €•» 
«iit vondA ««t«m i» oiffia ..fo rtrmig ii f in apiiroxisiatoXy 
tiimm ifiolGi t« spOMl tJM lOMmTm- X^iptr mg,96 tiios* 
proaont to oloet oi»AUi«tos of tlwtr olaoioo la loe&l 
off loos, a* «ido no «Mftr)c< oavooAttat f«ro* or 
Yio3.«aoo «iii »ts«S9oa tb» •eociiai.ii^awiit of goals hf 
Xofil Msans. m roaarlBod tliai ii «•«• to Ckiaton, 
f oaaMsoOt ^^ *^^ latogr«ti«li iMtt oaanot aim taiM a 
Miroot" part aimm )m is m§m « fo4«rsJl rMiraiaiiigl 
mitUMtioa. liBspor addo4 ^Hi Jaisi ftiliim Daozvllli, 
fountssoo. vouM «s«i«t oitiaons la foraiag Wir eo 



i 



a'-Ji 



2cc SAC, Khoxville (See note page 2) 



CFWdlj 



(10) 







(See note on yellow page 2) 
cc As^st,an;^ At ^^y ^ General 



Wiffiiiam 





(By Form 0-6, 




»^ 



t 4 



Lftttor to Assistant Chiof of Staff, latelllgeaea 
]>«parta«At of the Aray 

lay additloaal peptiaant Inforaiatlon pec«lva<5 
relative to this matter will he furnished you promptly. 

cc Director of ^aval Zntelligeuce 

Department of the i4avy 
The Pentagon 

Washington 25, D. C. 

cc Director of Special Investigations 
Tbm Inspector General 

Department of the Air Force BY COmiSR SERYICS 
Building Tempo S 
Hh and Adams Drive, S* W. 
Washington, D. C. 

ATTENTION SAC, KNOXVILLE: 

Reurtel dated October h, 1956. 

In future communications set forth the source 
of information and statement regarding reliability of 
source. 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Bufiles contain no record of James Dodrill. 
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V. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTg" 



i 









#||:K 



FBI KNOXVILLE 



lQ^k-36 



11-39 PM EST 



DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC^S^WFO AND BIRMINGHAM URGENT 



^ 




\ 



ITE CITIZENS COUNCILS 07 d*_^* > ^^^^f ^S - X, THIS EVENING, 
KASPER, ADDRESSING APPROXIMATELY FIFTY PERSONS, OLIVER SPRINGS, TENN. , 
STATED HE WOULD DEPART IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING MEETING FOR ALABAMA AND 
FLORIDA, TO ADDRESS KKK, EXACT LOCATIONS NOT SPECIFIED, HE ADVISED HE 
INTENDED TO TRAVEL FROM FLORIDA TO WASHINGTON, D.C., AND RETURN TO 
EAST TENN,, IN APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS TO SPEND WINTER, PURPOSE OF 
MEETING, OLIVER SPRINGS, TO ORGANIZE CITIZENS COUNTIL. KASPER URGED 
LISTENERS TO ELECT CANDIDATES OF THEIR CHOICE IN LOCAL OFFICES. HE MABE 
NO REMARfl^ ADVOCATING FORCE OR VIOLENCE. HE STRESSED ACCOMPLISHING GOALS 
BY ItGALr WEANS. KASPER REMARKED HE CAME TO CLINTON TO STOP INTEGRATION 
BUT CANNOT NOW TAKE "DIRECT" PART SINCE HE IS UNDER FEDERAL RESTRAINING 
INJUNCTION. HE ADDED JAMES DODRILL, KNOXVILLE, WOULD ASSIST CITIZENS 
IN FORMIHff, THEIR COUNCILS. WHILE IN EAST TENN., KASPER DRIVING FIFTY- 
THREE RED PLYMOUTH CONVERTIBLE, FIFTYSIX D.C. TAGS AX FIVE NINE TWO SEVEM 

ALDEN 

ALL IMFQRMATldlKaNTAINED M < I VH 

ACK IN ORD PLS 

WA 12-41 AM OK FBI WA ELI ,^. ^ If % 3^^^S2.l'^ 

BH OK FBI .BH HEP^fc ,. ^ al ' ^ .--c 




TU DISC. 







Ht' 



BUfEAU ADVISED 



^C^ 




# 



> <f C ^- 



^, 




:FD-36 (6-21-55) 



% 



F B I 



Transmit the following message via 



J- 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
From SAC, KNQXVILIE 



To.- mBlCTOR, FBI AND SAC BIEMIKGEAM 



^rai' 



:r 



TE QTSJZM^ COUK CIIS OF 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA^ 
IS - X 




BE: m. tel. 9/^e/%i and BH tel. 9/27/56 



USA, KX, advised he received letter f raai WAI/EER E. FISBER, 
Assistant State Attorney General, Clinton, Tenn, , inquiring as to the 
possible availability of any Federal Agents vho aiight testify conceming 
statements made by JOBN KASPER on Sept. 13, last, at Binnin^aia for 
testimony in local State action against KASPER at Clinton on Nov, 5, 

USA, KK^ advised he did not ncfif contemplate any action against 
KASPEB re revocation of bond and, therefore, no cc^itemplation of use of 
possible witnesses ERNEST HARDIN, Detectives HAEOID FINCHER and J. B. JONiK, 
all Birmingham, all having expressed willingness to testify in IBDC as set 
forth in BH tel. to Director, WFO and KX, 9/27/56. 



USA, KX, intends to advise Asst 
knows there are no Federal Agents a 
wandered if aaiy of perscais previous 
BY might be willing and available toi 
KASPIE. 




AG FISHER that so far as he 
^testifyin^; hovfever, XBk 
ii<>9«,iW^|^1tnesses by 
^^^^^ against 



''^M^^^m^mL 






UAGB, BE, consider tbfe advisability of cmtacting JHAEDIH, FDfGHES. 
an4 JOKES. If such contaots feaeitle, vill contact these sources and infuire 
if they vould be villlng and able to testify in State proceedines against 
M&EBB at Clinton on Not. 5, 1956. 

ALL fflFCRMATIOII B M IIMMCD ^*^ ^, 

HEREiWlSyNC 
DATE 
HE) 
(y^ Bureau (i05-ltS3395) (Air Ifeil) 
^ - Bimlngham (105-375) (Air Mail) 
1 - Washington Field (100-33226) (info.) (Air Mail) 
1 ^ Khoanrllle (105-122) 

(7) T--i-^~.^ 



tlOCT ae.1955 



Approved: 




'^^ xix. 




;Ri^/( ;%■■' 



Sent 



.M 



Per 



s 



4 



# 



^' 



# 



S.9 



Aa«l«tant Attorney Q«iim*al 
Willlaa F* taapklnM 

\V6 OiraetQjp, FBI 

WHZTB CmZBHS* C0U9CILS 
or DZ6IRXCI OF COiLUMBIA 
UfHEHHAL SSGimiH - X 



# 



7- ^/ 




cc - Boardman 
Belmont 
Williams 



Oetobap ^, 1956 




Tolson 

Nichols 

Boardman 
Belmont „ 
Mason „„. 
Mohr— __ 
Parsons _ 



Eaferanee is mada to preTioas mattoranda in vMeh 
you vara furziishad ioformation eofiycerning the aotivlti«« of 
John Kaa^ar, axaautiva •aeratary of tha captioned organisation. 

Tha Knoxvilla Office of thia Bureau lyif adYiaed 
that tha United Stataa Attorney in l&oxYilla iafoanaed that 
office he raoaivad a latter from Waltar B. Fisher t Aa«i«tant 
Attorney General of Sennesaea, inquiries at to tha availability 
of any Federal afimta who might testify eoneeming atatemonta 
made Iqr JTohn Kasper on September 13 > 1956» at Birioinghamt 
Alabama* Xhia information it desired in conneetion with the 
atata action against Kasper scheduled for Boveaber 5i 19^6, 
at Clinton, Tennaaaea. 

Frevioasly the Unit94 States Attorney requested the 
ideiiitll^ of vitoossaa vho ooula testify to statements auudo 
by Sisper on September 13 1 195^t in Birmi^sgham. This fti|aest 
vas made in eonaeetion with possible actipi to irevoko iPksper's 
bond for i|M|ilt«apt. Puraiumt to this raqiiist the namot of 
tmest Har4la« employee of the "Birmingham Hews,** and Harold 
Finoher and J. B. Jones, both deteotiTes with tha Bimingham 
Police Department, were furnished the l&itod ttatos Attoraoy 
as willing witnesses, the United States Attotney advised the 
Khozvllle Office he does not now oontempAsfee any action gainst 
Saspar regarding tho revoMtion of the boitd and, theroforo, 
does not coatoaplate the use of these thfoa individuals. Xhe ' 
Itoited States Attorney advised he intends to iof orm Ascistant 
Attorney Oeaeral Fi^er that so far as ho Icnows there ore no 
Federal agents available to testifyi however, he wondiTod if 
HardiA, Hnoher and Jones might be vllllng and avallaliLe for 
tostiikonar in state eourt against Kasper. \ 



lOC0f&95 







Rosen . 

Tamm -^ 



Nease '*; ^v,rf " — 
'Pinterrowcf ^ — 
T^le. Ro 
Hallomai 
Gdjady . 



.^^^IlloW: See memo Belmont tp Boiirdman, 10/23/5f^j same 
^I'WWt,. caption, CPW:gft.r " i i aV)- 



41 C6) 



CFW:gft 





^ 






* « 



Letter to Assistant Attorney General 
William F, Xompkins 

The availability and ■willingnes* o£ tJaese three 
individuals to testify on November 5, 1956, are being 

determined and the results will be furnished the United 
States Attorney in Knoxville. The Department will also 
be advised ororawtly upon receipt of this information. 



#H»»# 
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FD.36 (6-21-55) 



/ 



# 



F B I 



Transmit the following message via 



V 



Date: 11/5/56 



I 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

From SAC, MQRPOLK (105-292) 



To: DIHK^R, FBI 






OfHAmfeQ 



i'^M ^ sp"i Hftoi^ac 



WHITB CITIZBBS' COUSCIIS OF TEE 
DISTRICT OF COUMBI^ 
IS - X 



! S^r. 



i - ■ 



JPSI, Norfolk Office, adTlsed SA H^BRY L. 



MrP.AB'PHY an lO/gg/Sfe thSt he had, act JQHH KftSlBR and had taken him to 



10/15/56. 




said be bad tried to get KASFSR drunk but tbat KAS^f 



was a moderate drinker azid voxad not drink to excess. He said tbat KASIfER 
did not sees to be re«c»rsefnl over the recent riolence at Clinton, Tenn., 
but KASISR did not w ant to go to prison as a result^ of his part in the 
violence at Clinton. 



~\ inf oraied that KABSBB said be ob tained money 



to support his activities from "free vill donations of citizens. '[ 



' said that iS&SIBR told him tbat the people of Clinton, Tenn., had put up bis 
boivl at Clinton by listing »->»«»<>• tiamA« «.« bond for his, XASfER*s, subsequent 

appearance at Clinton, Tenn.| [said that KASHJR told him if be vent 

to prison, he would come out as a martyr and use that status to ftirther bis 
work. 

He stated tbat TSkSBSR said be did not see any vay to continue segregation 



without a Xlan type organization. 



said tbat be felt Kf^BER's 



next step vould be uodergrouiad, either in the Ku Klux Klan or in some 
similar type organization. 




continued tbat one CBARIBS liC CALL, who indicated be was 

employed by the Federal Government and who was only three or four months away 
from retirement, bad been associating with KASFBR and tbat he had met MC CALL 
with KASBSR. NC CALL said he vas a former Klansman in Alabama who had resigned 
m and then, as Attoziiey General of Alabama, prosecuted Klansmen. 
did not knov why IC CALL vas associatiog with KASfSR bat added that 

/I - Bureau (100-1^23395) (Registered Mail) 

"^^ - Washington Field (105-33226) (Registered Mail) W-.ooO/— ^ i f") 

1 - Knoxville (info) (Registered Mail) J /)() -^d657^ ''^^ / ^ 

2 - Horfolk (105-292)1 ' >^^^ ^ — ' 



HLM:ajd , 

Approved: -_ i- — 

V 1 Q m& 



4 ./''l'^ 



Tti 



TTTT 



I Mr. Belmont | EX" 1 2b 



Special Agen^in Charge 



Sent 




FD.36 (6.21-55) 



"" 4 FBI 



Date: 
Transmit the following message via 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
From SAC, 

To: 

MF 105-292 



bo 

:b7C 

b7D 



KA^SESB seetaed to trust m GALL. 

the Fede3:«il Government employed Mc CALL* 



did X!0t Imov vtot branch of 



nothing bas come to the attention of the Norfolk Office to indicate 
that there are any Chapters of the White C itizens Couaa cila in the Norfolk 
area. Contact will he maintained with PSI | | and if any additional 
inf03ra^tion pertaining to White Citizens Councils is obtained, it will he sent 
to the Bureau and appropriate offices. 

BUG. 



EHD 






*»2** 



Approved: — Sent M Per 

Special Agent in Charge 



FD-36 (Rev. 3-13-56) 



# i 



F B I 

Date: 11-9-56 



Transmit the following message via ATR-TTCT. 



ATR MA 



TT. , / 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

TO: /DIRECTOR, FBI \ ^^. BoU^:- 

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE 

WHITE CITIZENS' COUNCILS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, /^, 
IS-X ^-^ 

On this date, Criminal Judge D. L. HUTSON, Clinton,) 
Tenn., continued the trial in which JOHN KASPER is being 
tried on local charges of sedition and inciting to riot ^/ 
at Clinton, Tenn,, until 11-19-56, "Tf^- 

END ALDEN 




8-aP|r^3i^SP7MftC^'Ph4a 



^^^^.f 



«£C0RDED-35 /O0^^^3<^ fq 

3 - Bureau (100-423395) 

1 - Washington Field (100-33226) sc; / 

1 - Knoxville (105-122) qV 

^X — ^>.... 

HES:idh V' "" 

(5) [^ 

j ^ 







b' 



/7r 



Approved: — . Sent M Per 

Special Agent in Charge 



f'D-36^'(6-21-55) 



t 



F B I 



Date: II/20/56 



Mr, Tolsor _ 
Mr, Niehols„ 



Transmit the following message via 



SIEL. 



y 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

From SACy/^OI^lIIE 

To: mafflCTOR, FBI AIID SAC WO 



^ATR MATT. 



^^ i Mr. Boardman 

^^^^n Mr. Mohr 

I Mr. Ti^:-30[ui 

f Mr. Rcc^n 

I ^^■^'- Ta::-.p, 

I Mr. T:-.-. vr __ 
i Mr. N.^-;e........ 

J Tele. Room 

Miss Gaudy. 



AIRTEL 



WHITE CITIZMS COIMCIIS OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
IS - X, 

On this date, ll/20/56> JOBN KASPER was acquited of local 
charges on which he was being tried at Clinton, Tencnessee. 

. As requested, a report will he forwarded to the Bureau 
11/30/56^ concerning the trial. 




Lp- Bureau (100-423395) 
2 - WFO (105-33226) 
1 - Sioxville (105-122) 

hes/ajg 
(6) 



[Mr. Belmgn tj 



Aiim 



ALL INFORMATION eOMMNED 
\mmi tS UNCLASaHHI 



'r:Sii;?^'S?w.He£^C 



M 



i»RDED • 70 

EX-117 



/<^o-Y^S3fs-S( H 8 




2^. 



CgflT ^ 



Approved: 




Sent 



.M Per 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



Offce Mef^Sm^'dduff^ • united s^a % {Government 



TO 

FRO 



Mrector, FBI (100-423395) 
Ir^AC, Memphis (105-207) 



subjectHhITE citizens COUNCIL OP THE 
DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA 
IS - X 



DATE: 



. November 23,1956 



-M 6 



../.-■ 



Rebu alr-tel September 17, 1956 to Knoxvllle, 
Memphis and Birmingham. 

Referenced alr-tel instructed this office to' 
alert informants and sources to promptly advise of any informa- 
tion regarding the alleged plans of JOHN KASPER, Executive 
Secretary of captioned organization, to set up a state organiza- 
tion in Tennessee. 



On September 18, 1956, 1 ,_ _ J ^ , 
Panel Source of this office, who is extremely active m lOcal 
pro-segregation groups, advised SAS WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE and 
J^EPH H. KEARNEY, JR. that he had no information relative to 
the intentions o f KASPE R to set up an organization in the state 
It is noted that ] ~| is extremely active in the Tennessee 
Federation for Constitutional Government and has contacts 
throughout the state and would logically be in a position to 
obtain information of such a nature. 



> ■";-;■'■> ' **L- 






was again contacted by the above Agents 

on September 19, 195t> but had no further information regardin 
this matter. b7D 




On October 24, 1956,[ 



advised SA PRANCI 
W NORWOOD that he had no information whatsoever regarding KASP 
^r the White Citizens Council of the District of Columbia. 

On October 24, 1956 J |Pros- 

pective Panel Source of this office who is active in the Pro- 
Southerners, and who has volunteered considerable information 
to this office, advised the above Agents that he had no infor 



tion regarding the above organization. ..^.,«ai 

2, iBureau(lOO-423395) RM f-^, 

i- Birmingham(info) RM '"^ 

1- Knoxville( 105-122) (info) RM ^ x „„ 

1- Washington Field Office (100-33226) (info) RM 








1- Memphis (105-207 ) 
JHK:FJ ^ , I r 



•VJs: 



RECORDED-68 



r 6 ^'" 



I S- 

/ f 



/■ 



^ f-vO 



J^. 



^^^\fXED.!Jff 



J 



1 



^:. 



Me#105-207 
Letter to Bureau 



Re: WHITE CITIZENS COUNCIL OP 
THE DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA 
IS - X _„________ 



11-23-56 



On Novem ber 9> 1956, 
p-wf>ftttftft'Htr<a, Panel Source [ 



1 



advlad SA KEARNEY that she Is the secretary ana 



Office Manager "of the Pro-Southerners In Memphis. She stated 
that her only contact and, as far as she knows, the ?jly Jf"-^. 
tact of her organization with the pro-segregation activities at 
Clinton, Tennessee and captioned organization Is the following: 



be 

:b7C 
b7D 



I sii^ted that she had no knowledge 

of any present Intention of J*OaN^SPER of the Seaboard White 
Citizens Councils or the White Citizens Council of Washington, 
D. C. to come to West Tennessee or other parts of Tennessee. 
She displayed to SA KEARNEY a form letter dated October 15, J 
on the letterhead of the Seaboard White Citizens Councils, 360 
N Street, NW, Washington, D. C, which identified KASPER as 
being the Executive Secretary of that group. This letter men- 
tioned KASPBR's activities at Clinton, Tennessee and asked for 
donations. It is noted that this letter was highly JJ^^J^al © 
the present national administration and referred to the Presid 
as being "the imbecile in the White House." The letter refer re 
to the President several times as "Ike" without capitalizing t 
name. 





I jstated further that the^Pro- 

Southerners have received several letters from a SYBLB^-pTVIS , 
Clinton, asking for donations to assist the white people in 
Clinton to send their children to non-segregated schools . rne 
letters identified DAVIS as residing at 813 Medaris Street, ^ 
Clinton. She stated that the P-S made two contributions to, Mr 
DAVIS' group in the amoant of $35.00 and $60.00, respectively. 
Retacdlng the letter from KASPER, however, she stated that Dr,. 
JAMESTffllANKLIN, National Chairman of the P-S, would not even , 
read it at the P-S meetings because of the bitter tone In wh. - 
It was written. :: ■:: •-"/-•/'.- s . yr //^ ■ ■■ ' 

Investigation Is continuing In this matter and 
the Bureau and Interested offices will be kept advised. 




-2- 



F BI 



Transmit the following message via 



TO: 
FROM; 



#■■■ 



(Priority or Method o 
^XtRECTOR FBI 
SAC KNOXVILLiS 



RE: ^-'T|N^|SM..WHJ.TE„.Cm.^^ 







nrici* 



Clippings fro., the ^oivllL I *S'^ communication are 
and l],28.5o c oncerFr?i^fe:???^^^^^i5:^ ""^ 11/27/56 
High d.hooi. ^^^"^'^t? ^n^E^gFi^I^irarTE^CUnton, Tenn, 



in the clipp.n^s, d' V^bri™!,^" ^t""^ information contained 
Clinton Hi^i s?hAnV i'r, ^^^™IN, Jr., principal of the 

that B.nce 'u,r.^:?u;.\'f^^!SH/Ls"Sno tA ^"f^^^^ ^^ ^^/^^^^^ 
his acquUtai on State -har^L hf k? !^® Clinton area and 
trend a«,on. t ,,e student^^odf .J^^l noticed a definite 
attendance at thrc?!ntonML;%H^ direction of making 
possible for tae%eiroes ]£ A ""l ^^ unpleasant as 
a Tennessee iihiiJ^^altT co ^l^^ '^^* '^^^^^ ^^« ^^^'"^d 

school age, who. he feels l^ethrT^T^ 2' ^^^^^^^^ °^ ^^^^^ 
the Negroes. BRITTA IN stated t h J [""f^^^^^^s in molesting 
Of throwing. Hn.all stones ard^i^f a? J^'^^^ '^^^ '^^ ^^^^^ 
are en route to school o?-,^^*'*^. *^^ Negroes while they 
Negroes lu the ha U o/^i^JJj^^^J^f ^° fj^rt a fight with 
books anu spiiJir.g ink on th^ .L.h °'' ^^^ ^^'''^' throwing 
these activities hate made it tfnS""^ ^""^ ^°^^^- "^ advised 
able for the Ne -oos tlt^r ^^^^"^^"ce at the school intoler- 

parents of som^^rthe N:jro ^tudentf h'"^"" ^'""^'^^^ ^"^ ^^- 
mission to leave the schoS temnorarilf JL"^^ ^^^ P^^- 
this^rmi^sion. temporarily and he has granted 

S^r^fuse to identifv IIW''^^. f ^'^^ '^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^ 

to laentify white students who molested tLm 

no colored students^^nlttenSance^f t'^th ^''u^\ *"'^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
some of them have reaueJted h?= !w ^^^ ^^^^' sc*»,^-ttT«.^ 

ing a colored schoorir^oxvifle lirhrS""""'"^ '^^^^ -*^«"^- 
or not any of the colored lTAllir.tA\tl7rrtl \H\rH\l7 




X 
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FREDSRICK JOHN ICASP3R indicted 3/24/56 Clinton, Tenn., on 
charges sedition, inciting to riot* On 11/20/65 KASPSR found 
not guilty of above charges. 
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DETAILS: ) /AT CUNTON, TENN3SS32^: 

r On 11/23/53 KilL MASOil, Andetson County Criminal 
Court Clerk, advised that docl^ets aiambers 744S and 7449 reflect 
that on S/24/5S an Anderson .County 3rand Jury returned a true 
bill charging FRSDSRICK JOm^/iASPSR with a two count violation 
of sedition • He stated thatf43ond was set at $1000,00 on each 
count and trial was set for [L1/5/5S, He advised that the Criminal 
Court Minute Book, #5, reflects on pages 514, 515, and 516, that 
the Anderson County Court met on 11/5/5S to try KASPER on charges 
of sedition, inciting to riotj that the trial continued on 11/5,7, 
G, 5, IS, 20/58 and that on the latter date I^SPSR was found not 
guilty. 
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EX 105^122 

Oa 11/26/53 ??ALTSR FISCHER, Assistant Prose- 
cuting Attorney, ISth Judicial District, advised he I'epresented 
the State in the proceedings described above, Se advised that 
the trial was recessed on 11/S/5S because that was election day 
and was recessed from ll/S/56 to 11/13/66 because of prior 
committments of Judge D, L» EUTSOIT, He stated that the case 
went to the jury at approximately 4:00 p*m, on 11/20/56 and 
around 45 minutes later the jury returned a verdict of not 
guilty. FI3CKSR explained that the Tennessee charge of in- 
citing to riot requires that the State show that the defen- 
damt's acts, words, speeches or conduct tended to provoke a 
riot or a breach of the peace. He advised that the charge of 
sedition is similar to the charge of inciting to riot, but the 
acts must be directed toward pi^oducing a break-down of law 
enforcement or any agency of the government. Ee explained 
that both counts are misdemeanors and that maximuin penalty 
is $1000.00 fine and/or confinement for 11 months and 2S 
days on each coimt. 

FISCHiSE stated that iCASPSS was defended hy 
J. BEl'JJAMIN SIMMONS, an Attorney from Washington, D. C. He 
stated that ICA3PSR attempted to obtain legal assistance locally, 
but could find no attorney who would represent him. 

FI3CESR stated that the State proved that when 
KASPSR came to Clinton he contacted an individual whom he re- 
quested to assist in the picketing of the Clinton High School. 
The proof showed that KASPER advised that the picketing would 
be to show opposition to the integration of the Clinton Eigh 
School. FI3CKER stated the witness testified that he told 
itASPSR that opposition was useless inasmuch as the question 
had heen settled, whereupon KASPSR pointed out that if our 
forefathers had felt that way the United States would still be 
a part of the British ISmpire. The witness then testified he 
advised ICASPER that he wanted no part of a revolution. 

FISCHSR stated the State produced several wit- 
nesses who were present at a meeting in Clinton prior to the 
opening of school when FISCHER, the Clinton Mayor, and several 
other persons met in the office of the Clinton Courier , a local 
newspaper, and explained to ICASPSR the background 'and the pro^ 
visions of the court order which required integx^ation of the 
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Clinton High School, These witnesses testified KASP3R then 
stated the will of the people is greater than the decision of 
the Supreme Coxirt, that the people are not required to conform 
with the dictates of the government when they do not agree 
with these dictates* The witnesses testified ICASPSR demanded 
the resignation of the local school principal and all other 
public officials who felt obligated to enforce the court ru.l- 
ing against the will of the people. 

FISCHER stated he realizes that the above 
testimony was circumstantial; however, he stated the State 
then introduced testimony through H, A. FIHCHSU, a Birmingham, 
Alabama, detective, which proved that KASPSR made a speech in 
Birmingham, in which he stated he had gone to Clinton to cause 
trouble because of the integration of the school of Clinton, 
that the people needed a leader in their rebellion against 
court, that local law enfox^cement and local officials were 
corrupt and he had provided that leadership and intended to 
return to Clinton to continue the fight. FISCIiER stated that 
no testimony refuting these statements was introduced and he, 
therefore, feels the failure to refute constitutes an admission 
of guilt to the charges on which ICASPER was being tried. 

FISCHER stated he presented witnesses describing, 
and photographs depicting, the violence which necessitated the 
sending of the Tennessee Highway Patrolmen and the Teniiessee 
National Guard into Clinton following KASPSR^S arrival and 
speeches there; that witnesses testified to KASP3R*0 lead- 
ing a group to the Clinton High School, his attempting to 
enter the building while school was in progress, and his 
demanding principal D. J. BRITTAIil, Jr., either exclude Hegroes 
from the school or resign; and that witnesses testified concern- 
ing KASP3R distributing anti-integration literature in the 
Clinton area. 

FISCE3R stated KASPISR testified that he came 
to Clinton after he was contacted in Virginia by an xxnidenti- 
fied resident of Anderson Coimty, who asl:ed him to come to 
Clinton and help fight integration in the public schools. 
KASPSa testified that in his opinion the decision of the 
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Supreme Cottrt concerning integration does not reflect the 
will of the people and that this decision is evidence of 
Communistic attitude on the part of the Supreme Court ♦ 

FlSCI'IiilS stated SASPER denied ever -advocating any violence 
or of saying that the will of the people is greater than the 
government. According to FISCrlSR, ILISPSH claimed his state- 
ment concerning the removal of public officials has been 
misinterpreted and what he advocates is removal of pitblic 
officials whose thinking does not reflect the will of the 
people, by electing to positions held by those officials, 
persons whose thinking is in agreement with the majority* 
I^iSPEE testified that his purpose in coming to Clinton was 
to help the people in the fight against integration and to 
offer legal advice in this fight. PI3CHSR stated KA3PER 
claimed that those persons who were responsible for his 
contempt conviction in the U» S, District Court at ICno3S- 
ville had perjured themselves, 

:FISCH3E stated, that the only ^'outside" wit- 
sfesses who testified in XASP^Sl's behalf wejge Retisred Admiral 
:eomMSLIH from Alafcai;ia and Judss.iWJLyTOtljBcHOOLFIELD from 
bhattanooga, Tennessee ♦ CEOMi/iSLIN testified that he met 
iUsPSE in Washington after seeing some patriotic books in 
ICASPBE'S bookstore. Pie stated ICASPSE had come to Alabama 
and had assisted him in his unsuccessful bid for nomination 
to the U. S, Senate, FISCHER stated CROHMSLIN testified he 
regards KASPER as a loyal Aiiierican. 

Judge SGHOOLFISLD^S testimony consisted of a 
dissertation on his opinion that the decision of the U, S, 
Suprerae Court concerning integration does not reflect the 
will of the people, 

FISCII3E stated that in addition to the above 
witnesses, at least fifty persons testified that they had 
heard ICASPER speak at Clinton, that they had gone to the meet- 
ing at which he spoI:e, seeking legal advice on methods of 
halting integration, that they did not remember what they 
heard, but did recall they never heard KA3P3R discuss inte- 
gration of the Clinton High School, that KASPEFc "didnH never 
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advocate no violence*^, that "the will of the people should 
be the law'*, that they needed outside help because all of the 
local officials are corrupt, and that there was no violence 
at any meeting at which KASP3R was present and that public 
demonstrations against integration of the Clinton High School 
would have occurred whether or not ICi.SPSR had come to Clinton, 

FISCESH pointed out that in many instances 
testimony of these witnesses was in agreement almost word for 
word with the testimony of the px^eceding witnesses, 

FISC^IER stated that none of ICASPSR*3 defense 
witnesses are persons of prorainence in any field in the local 
area. 

FISCESR stated that it is his opinion that 
Judge HUT30H is against integration of the public schools and 
that his feeling was apparent in his charge to the jury* 
FISCHER stated he \vas disappointed that the charge did not 
point out that lOiSPSR^S inability to deny his statements made 
at Birmingham must be considered as an adinission that he had 
made those statements, 

FI3CHEE stated that he has been advised that 
on the first ballot the Jury voted eleven to one for acquittal 
and that after 45 minutes deliberation all jurors agreed on 
acquittal ♦ 

FISCHER stated he was disappointed in the ver- 
dict in view of the fact that he had wor"xed with the jury 
through several cases and he had found that the Jury was 
composed of intelligent, honest meiif whom he felt would 
return a fair verdict based on the evidence submitted* 

AT K!IQI[YILLB, Ta^IlISSSSS: 

An article appearing in the Knoxville Journal 
of 11/G/5S concerning the trial of KASP3R at Clinton reflects 
ICASPER testified that he did not say that the will of the 
people was supreme to the law^ He points out he testified 
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that what he said is that the comi)ion law is based on the 
custom of people and the lav; should adhere to the custom ♦ 

IflASPER denied, according to this article, that he was in- 
terested in getting the llegroes out of school or of getting 
principal 3RITTAIN out of school. This article states 
ICASPSRalso denied that the residents of Clinton could force 
the city officials to resign • This article also reflects 
testimony by Detective FIHa-ISR from Alabama, in v/hich FIIJCEER 
read from his notes taken at a speech made by KA3PSR in 
Birmingham as follows: *'the people cannot depend on courts 
any more'^ and "we have gone as far as we possibly can legally. 
Now is the time to fi^t and it may talNe bloodshed". 

An article appearing in the Kn ox vi lie Mews- 
Sentinel on 11/10/56 reflects the testimony of a defense 
witness v/ho stated that iCASPSR had said "the will of the 
people is greater than the lav/'\ This witness stated he 
believed ilASPER meant people could change unsuitable legis- 
lation through elections and petitions rather than in dis- 
obedience to the prevailing iaw# This article states a second 
witness testified he believed there would have been more vio- 
lence in Clinton if iCASPSR had not come. The witness testi- 
fied "Mr, Kasper gave us legal suggestions, he was trying 
to get us to organise legally". This article continues 
saying numerous defense witnesses stated. KASPEE never advo- 
cated any violence in his speeches. 

This article attributes testimony to iCASPSR 
as follows: "I came here because I was primarily interested 
in states' rights, local control of local affairs and against 
centralisiation of govex'nment" ♦ This testimony continues, "I 
felt there was some kind of local corruption here"* The 
article states KA3PSR was of this opinion because authorities 
refused to find ways of keeping the school segregated after a 
Ui S, District Court ordered integration. 

An article appearing in the Clinton Courier of 
11/8/5S reflects testimony of City Policeman J333 BRADEil, who 
testified "All I know is that he would tail< to them (demon- 
strators) and then theyUl start up again. After he would 
speak the crowd wouldnH listen to what we (officers) told 
them", BRADSN also testified he heard KASPim say "V/ho be- 
lieves in the law? We're the law. We make the law". 

This article continues stating that two U,3^ 
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Deputy Marshals testified they heard KASPSR tell the crowd 
in front of the coux*thouse *^You people don't have to pay 
any attention to this because the will of the people is the 
lav/". They testified he was referring to some papers which 
had just heen served on hiui and v/hich demanded his presence 
in court in KnoKville the following day. 

An article appearing in the gnoK villa Hews - 
Sentinel of 11/20/56 again describes MSPSR^S trial and des- 
cribes the testimony of a witness who stated that he saw no 
violence at Clinton eitcept that it was caused when ausciiiary 
policeraen shot teargas into a milling carowd just prior to 
the arrival of 100 highv;ay patrolmen. 

An ax'ticle appearing in the Clinton Courier 
of 11/21/5S reflects that a crowded courtroom" broke into 
loud cheers and applause v;hen the foreman of the jury announced 
ICASPER had been found not guilty of the charges' for which he 
was being triedo This arrticle continues stating that after 
the trial KASPER told newsiaen that his ixiiiiiediate plans are to 
set up State headquarters of the Wliite Citizens* Council in 
Clinton, although his national headquarters will continue 
to be in Washington, 
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LEADS 

imOXVILLS DIVISIOH 

AT CLIKPra^, TH1WSSS3B: 

Will continue discreet inquiry concerning 
the activities of JOEII ICASPSa and the White Citizens* 
Council of Anderson County, 

REFEEEITCES 

Bureau airtel to Knoxville 11/7/5S. 
ICnoxville airtel to Buj^eau 11/20/56, 
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